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life. Human nature is the same the world
over. Evil actions everywhere proceed from
evil thoughts, and no human law can reach them.
The wretchedness of the world comes from the
seething passions of the depraved heart, and no
human power can quench the fire; but the reli-
gion of Christ alone has proved itself able to do
this, wherever it has had a fair chance to operate.
To this end the Holy Scriptures are adapted, and
by the testimony of millions they reach it.
Learned works are written for learned men,
whose influence over others below them is relied
upon by the world's reformers for controlling
human affairs. It would be absurd to put a book
like Hamilton's Lectures on Logic in the hands of
an illiterate man, and equally foolish to offer a
common-school book to a philosopher; but the
Holy Scriptures are adapted to all classes of
mind, from that of the child to that of the wisest
of men. The theory of religion found in them is
adapted to the spiritual and moral wants of the
human race. The writers are better known to us
than the authors of ancient histories or of philoso-
phies, whose works have always been accredited
to them by name without dispute; and in the
face of this fact, it is in vain to call in question the
personal histories of our evangelists for the pur-
pose of discrediting the Gospels. Now, the a priori
reason must ask : Where did this history and this
theory come from ? Is it possible that the base-
born, the low-bred and illiterate, could have in-
vented it? Why has infidelity overlooked this
matter ? There can be but one answer.